Hope Church, 3642 Shaker Rd, Franklin (937) 746-3173

The VOICE of HOPE
July 2022
Editor: Debbie Garrett (513) 594-6662 Email: ddg0501@cinci.rr.com

Greetings Hope Church in Christ. This month I would like to share about waiting for the
Lord and trusting God.
“Wait for the Lord; be strong and take heart and wait for the Lord” (Psalms 27:14).

There was a man who was driving his car. While he was driving, a warning light came
on indicating that there was not much oil left, and it was impossible to know how
much longer he could drive on the remaining oil.
Perhaps the most worrisome thing of all was not knowing where the gas stations are. But, if you see a sign for a gas
station in the distance, you are no longer anxious. Although it is distressing seeing the warning light indicating that
there is very little oil, our heart is no longer heavy because the gas station is right in front of our eyes. Or, even if we
don't see a gas station right in front of us, we may not be anxious if the navigation system informs us that there is a
nearby gas station. It is because there is a belief that we will arrive at a gas station in a short distance.
If we have faith, we are not afraid. If we have faith, we can be bold. If we have faith, we can wait. Conversely, what
we fear is that we cannot be courageous, that we cannot wait, because we do not have faith. If we look at the
characters of the Bible, we can see that they were not people of faith from the beginning. Abraham could not wait
for his son because he did not believe in God's promise. Saul, too, cannot wait for Samuel with faith, and he commits
the mistake of offering his own sacrifice. Even Moses could not boldly wait for the work of the Exodus, and spend
time with fear. Even in the wilderness, when the Israelites pour out their complaints and dissatisfaction, they cannot
endure those times in faith and pour out their broken hearts before God.
Whether we are fearful or bold, God's promised hour is coming. It does not come sooner because we are afraid, nor
does it come slowly because we stand boldly. Whether we are terrified or not, if we drive a car with a warning light
on because there is no oil, the gas station in front of us will come closer. Even if we can't see it, if we trust the
navigation and drive, we will arrive at a gas station.
The problem is our attitude. Whether we drive our car with trembling in fear, or we drive it with leisure and
boldness, it's our choice. Likewise, when going through a valley of difficulties and problems, we have a choice. we
have to choose whether to walk down that path with trembling, worry, anxiety, and depression, or to walk that path
boldly and strongly, trusting, confident, waiting, and trusting in God who will help and deliver us. David sings this
when a long and long darkness has come upon his life. “Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of
death, I will fear no evil, for You are with me; Your rod and Your staff comfort me!” He was bold and strong,
believing in God's help, confidently waiting, and walking that path. Satan wants us to cringe in fear. But God wants
us to open our hearts, lift our heads, and take each step boldly and strongly. The reason we can do that is because
God will surely be with us and deliver us. With that belief, I hope that we will be able to win today and this month as
well. God Bless you.
Pastor Noah Park

Editor’s Note: I was not able to get a June newsletter out do to my surgery.
But Noah had already given me his message for June and I didn’t want you to
miss it. Below is Noah’s June Message.

Greetings in Christ. This month, I would like to share how Ruth “Happened to come… and Behold”.
“So she set out and went and gleaned in the field after the reapers, and she happened to come to the part of the
field belonging to Boaz, who was of the clan of Elimelech. And behold, Boaz came from Bethlehem. And he said to
the reapers, “the Lord be with you” and they answered, “The Lord bless you” (Ruth 2:3-4).
God governs our interactions with others. Ruth and Boaz’s interaction may appear to be an event of chance, but it
was planned by God. This was the providence of God.
Ruth didn’t plan to go to Boaz’s field. But even though she was a Gentile, she decided to do something for her
mother-in-law in a foreign country. That boldness, that faith in God, led her to go to Boaz’s field. The Bible says, “she
happened to come to the part of the field belonging to Boaz.”
Hope Church, this is a grace. We need to have a “happened to come” experience with God’s grace daily. And
another grace was here in this verse too. “And Behold, Boaz came from Bethlehem.” In God’s timing, Boaz beheld to
see Ruth. This was God’s grace too. At that right place, at that right moment, God provides the providence.
We need this kind of grace in our daily lives. Some people think everything has just happened as a random event.
But we believe that everything is God’s grace. God goes before us all the time and prepares for you and provides
grace.
I pray that we may experience and behold grace as we “happened to come” in our daily lives. Pastor Noah Park
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Thursday, July 28 6:30 PM

Presented by Rick Drake

This program will be held at Hope United Methodist Church, 3642 Shaker Rd in Hunter.
For registration and information about the program, contact
Rick Drake
937-360-1924
Email: rick.drake20@gmail.com

Please share this information with anyone you know that may be interested. All ages.
During the church meeting held on May 1, there was discussion of the many
areas in the running and maintenance of Hope UMC where the Leadership
Team is asking for volunteer help from our congregation. We are currently
putting together a list of these items and what is required for each one.
The hope for many of these items is that we get enough people to help and the volunteers can
make a schedule to share the task instead of one person having to do it all of the time.
When this list is published, please take time to look over the list with an open mind and see what
item might work for you and your skills. There are items for many different areas and skill levels.
We are more than willing to help you. If you try and then decide it is not something for you, then
we will say “thank you for trying”.
Ecclesiastes 4:9-12 Two are better than one, because they have a good return for their labor: If either of them
falls down, one can help the other up. But pity anyone who falls and has no one to help them up.
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FRANKLIN COMMUNITY MEALS

Free meals will be available at First United Methodist Church in Franklin on the
1st, 4th and 5th Tuesdays each month. Below are the menus and the donations needed for the next few meals.
DONATIONS NEEDED
JULY 5

Walking Taco
Lettuce, Tomato
Cheese, Refried Beans
Fruit or Dessert

JULY 26

Chili Dogs
Pasta Salad
Chips
Dessert

Fritos or Nacho Chips
Shredded Cheese
Refried Beans
Fruit Cups
Hot Dog Buns
Hot Dogs
Chili Sauce
Onions
Chips
Bottled Water

ALL MEALS WILL NOW
BE SERVED INDOORS.
WE HOPE TO BE ABLE
TO HELP WITH MORE
THAN JUST A MEAL BY
TALKING TO OUR
GUESTS AND
HEARING THEIR

ALWAYS NEEDED: Sturdy Paper Plates, Bottled Water, Paper Lunch Bags, Quart-size Ziploc Bags,
Individually Packaged Snacks, Puddings, Fruit Cups, Desserts, Chips and Candies.
Any donations received will be put to good use!
Please bring donations to church or call Debbie Hollingsworth for pickup at (937) 572-9027.

BABY BOTTLE PROGRAM
Upcoming collection dates for your filled (or partially filled) baby bottles will be:

SUNDAY - MAY 29

SUNDAY - JUNE 26

If donating by check, make check payable to: Hope UMC and note “Pregnancy Center” on the memo line.

UPCOMING MISSION PROJECTS
•
•
•

July 28 - Financial Peace University, presented by Rick Drake.
July 30 - 7:30 PM Movie Night in the Church Parking Lot
July 31 - Fifth Sunday Project and Baby Bottle Collection

•

August 19 & 20
Hope UMC Annual Garage Sale & Craft Vendors
 Please see the flyer in this newsletter for details and share with your friends and family as
much as you can. We need the community to know about this fundraiser for Alzheimer’s.
 We will also be having a raffle of gift cards, bake sale, and other food vendors.
 If you know anyone that wants to set up a table to sell some of their items, please let
Debbie Hollingsworth know. 937-572-9027 or dhollingsworth77.dh@gmail.com
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Hope UMC Summer Lunch Program

It’s Not Too Late to Help the Local Children
JUNE 2 thru AUGUST 11 : SPONSOR A CHILD FOR LUNCH PROGRAM
As we all know, most children when they attend school are fed both a breakfast and a lunch. For some
children, this may be the only meal that they receive for the day or throughout the week. There are
programs out there that offer children food to get them through the weekend. Along with Backpack
programs that help to furnish children throughout the summer with various foods and snacks to get them
through the week.
HOPE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH would like to provide children with a weekly lunch this summer.
Every Thursday, for 11 weeks, we will pass out a lunch and a bag of other items as they are donated, to
children in the Hunter and surrounding areas, while they are out of school, June 2nd to August 11th.

There are 2 ways that you can help with the success of this program:
SPONSOR A CHILD for $60: For less than $5.50 dollars per week, you can Sponsor a child and ensure
that he/she is provided with a lunch every Thursday, along with other items that may get them through the
week.
DONATE Various Food Items: We will gladly take the following items and distribute them.
Individually wrapped crackers

Individual Cereals

Individually wrapped cookies

Fruit Cups

Individual wrapped candies

Pudding Cups

Individual Juice Cartons

Jell-O Cups

Lunch Bags

Please remember that the items will be going home with children. Therefore, we do not
want items that need refrigeration but all that are safe to be opened and eaten by a child.
Any questions: I’m only a phone call away.

Debbie Hollingsworth 937-572-9027

Let’s help the children in our area have a better summer.
=========================================================
Free Meals can help someone pay a bill or put gas in their car.
Included in this newsletter if the July 2022 Community Meal Calendar. With the price of
gas, Deb is getting a lot of calls for help with gasoline, so that indicates that there is a dire
need in our community. Please do what you can to POST, COPY, PASTE, SCAN and FAX
to help DISTRIBUTE this calendar. You never know who needs it or maybe will give it to
someone they know in need.
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The birthdays and anniversaries will now be posted for the current month and the next month.
I know there are times when someone’s birthday or anniversary has been incorrect or
inadvertently omitted.
If you find your birthday or anniversary is either incorrect or missing, please let me know ASAP
so I can make the correction before the next published Voice of Hope. Thank you!
Debbie Garrett 513-594-6662

Birthdays
2
3
4
10
16
28
30
31

10
11
14
14
18
30

Susie Squires
Jane Freeze
Doug Prichard
Janet Rinderle
Bev Pressler
Virginia Stoops
Scott Weeks
Randy Crouse

Elsa Wazenegger
Bill Rupp
Harriett Byrd
Prescilla Gilbert
Debora Hollingsworth
Bob Hollingsworth

Anniversaries
20

8
9
11
21

Linvel & Nancy Estep

Steve & Jane Freeze
Randy & Barbara Crouse
Steve & Elaine Gill
David & Barbara Martin

The Flower Chart for the remainder of 2022 is posted on the window to
left of the mailboxes. If you woud like to have the Sunday altar flowers to
commemorate a birthday or anniversary or for any reason, please sign up
for your date on this chart. The cost is $15 and can be put in the offering
plate designated as “Altar Flowers”. Following the worship service, you
can remove the flowers from the vases and you can take them home.
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To view the videos of Hope worship services, go to
www.youtube.com and search: Hope UMC in Franklin Ohio
Join our LIVE worship services Sundays @ 9:50am on Facebook.
Search: Hope United Methodist Church, Franklin OH
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