
   

DECEMBER 2021 

The VOICE of  HOPE 

Greetings in Christ Hope Church.  This month, I would like to share about how we can 
become powerful in Christ, like King David.  

“And he became more and more powerful, because  
the Lord God Almighty was with him.”--Samuel 5:10 

 

We can usually see how shallow or deep-rooted our faith is when we are in a good shape rather than when 
we are in trouble. When we are in trouble, we cry out to God; and we are even motivated to attend worship 
services, or Bible study classes, or Prayer groups more regularly. Our reading and meditating and praying all 
go up, as well. The things that we don’t normally do. So we cling to God so earnestly. However, when our 
circumstances improve and our problems are resolved, we turn away from God again, as if we had always 
done. We leave the place of prayer and leave the place of worship. Praise is gone from our mouth, our 
hands are not on the Bible, our feet are away from the church, and we completely forget the fact that God 
saved us, and we begin to live according to our own will.  

If a dam cracks, a human repairs it. Humans are sometimes foolish beings though, living life knowing that if 
nothing happens or problems do not arise, everything will be fine. Even if the inside is messy, if the outside 
is fine, people think it's okay. But when the dam bursts, they regret and ask for their life back. Even though 
the inside is on the verge of collapsing, if the outside is intact, we cross the bridge casually, and if the bridge 
collapses in an instant, it is only then that we cry out in front of the danger of death. There are no problems, 
it seems that we are living well, we think we can do everything without God. 

Today's word of God is written like this: “And he became more and more powerful, because the Lord God 
Almighty was with him.”--2 Samuel 5:10.  

God didn’t say, "David's ability was excellent, and David handled things well, and David lived hard and 
prospered, so that is why he grew stronger and stronger." David was able to grow stronger and stronger 
because "the LORD, God almighty was with him.”  

If David forgot this, he would have perished. The same thing is true for us. If we forget this, we're done. 
When Saul became king of Israel, he failed to grasp this in arrogance, trying to live only on his own strength. 
Then God left the proud Saul, and Saul perished along the way. Samson mistakenly believed that he could 
do anything with his natural strength and ability. And he was not with God, but he believed in his own 
power and strength and lived proudly. When God left Samson, Samson was completely destroyed along the 
way.  

Dear Brothers and Sisters, do we have any problems now? Do we think everything is going well? It's not 
because we are good, it's not because we are excellent, it's not because we work hard. We can only live like 
this because the Lord God of hosts has been with us because he has compassion on us and has mercy on us. 
Never forget this fact, and I hope that we will be able to live a life of humility walking with God.  

          Pastor Noah Park 

Editor:  Debbie Garrett (513) 594-6662  Email:  ddg0501@cinci.rr.com 

Hope United Methodist Church, 3642 Shaker Rd, Franklin (937) 746-3173 
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Advent is Coming! 
By the time you receive this December edition of “The Voice” we will be just a 
few weeks away from December 25th, can you believe it?  Most of you are 
familiar with our Hope Church tradition of lighting candles on the Advent wreath 
each Sunday as Christmas Eve draws closer.  It’s a concept that started in the 

Lutheran Church in Germany in the 16th century and eventually spread to North America in the 1930’s.  
Such a beautiful idea! 

If any of you are interested in participating on a Sunday morning for a few minutes as an Advent wreath 
Reader or Candlelighter, please let me (Barb Crouse) know ASAP and I will be delighted to “sign you up!”  
We still need two people each Sunday to fill December 12th and 19th.  Find a friend or family member and 
try it!  I will provide the readings and the directions for you a week ahead of your scheduled date so you 
can see how it works (if you don’t already know).  Talk to me after church soon or send an email to 
rbcrouse@gmail.com if willing to help.  Thanks in advance! 

On Christmas Eve I think we will be using just the Christ candle from the wreath, not the purple and pink 
tapers.  So I’m hoping that perhaps one or two of you will consider that December 24th date as well.  
Thanks to those who have already volunteered!  What a wonderful time of the year!   

The History of the Advent Wreath 

We know that the concept of the Advent Wreath originated among German 
Lutherans in the 16th century, but the wreath as we know it now was actually 
invented by Johann Hinrich Wichern in 1839.  He was a pastor who founded a 
mission school in Hamburg, Germany, and each day for weeks the children there 
kept asking him when Christmas was!  Finally, (maybe in desperation?) he built a 
large wooden ring out of a cart wheel and put 20 small red and 4 large white candles 
in it.  A small candle was lighted every weekday for six days during Advent, then 
when Sundays came a large white candle was lighted.  No doubt that helped the 
children a lot!   

Hope UMC Christmas Trivia 

There are two people still connected to our congregation who, as newborns, portrayed the Baby Jesus at 
the Christmas Eve services in our building years ago.  Can you guess who they are?  

(James Huff and Ben Sorrell) 

mailto:rbcrouse@gmail.com
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We are very active in mission-giving this year and we have several different 
projects going at the same time.  Let me try to clarify them. 

1)  THE GIVING TREE (Christmas Tree in Narthex) 

With the help of UMW, we are giving each of the 41 residents at Franklin 
Ridge Nursing Home an individual Christmas gift from their personal “wish 
list”.   These are the tags that are hanging on the Christmas Tree as you 
enter the narthex.  Each tag represents one resident’s wish list.  We are 
asking our Hope family take tags from the tree and purchase the items on the 
resident’s wish list.   
 

2)  ON-GOING NEEDS OF THE RESIDENTS 

In addition to the personalized gifts for each resident, we want to help with their everyday needs.  We are 
collecting items (listed below) to put together a goodie bag or Christmas Stocking for each resident to help 
them throughout the year.   

We realize shopping is not as easy as it used to be, so if you do not have a way of getting the items but still 
wish to help, you can give a monetary donation.  Please put the donation in an envelope marked “Christmas 
Project” and place in the offering plate.  You may also mail your donation to:  

 Hope UMC—United Methodist Women 
 3642 Shaker Rd 
 Franklin OH  45005 

MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO:  Hope UM Women 

Items needed: 

 Toiletries (shampoo, soap, lotion, etc.) 

 Good razors for the men (disposable but good quality). 

 Craft Items (residents that have to stay in their rooms and need activities to do in their rooms) 

 Craft Items for Men (wood, models, etc.) 

 Books, DVD’s  (Anything for entertainment) 

 Snacks (Individual bags of chips, snack cakes, cookies, etc.) 

A plastic tote is in the Narthex for you to place your donations.  Thank you! 

 

3) HELPING A HUNTER FAMILY HAVE A BETTER CHRISTMAS  

When they were told of a family in our community that needs help for Christmas, our Missions/Outreach 
Team knew Hope UMC would want to provide that help.  The family has six (6) children ranging in age from 
8 months to 11 years.  Each child has a need for clothes and toys.   The little red stockings on the white 
board in the Narthex contain the requests for items needed.  There are two stockings to cover the needs of 
one child.  One stocking will contain the gender, age and size of clothing needed and another stocking will 
list the toys requested by the child. Please sign the list next to the corresponding stocking number on the 
sheet so that they know who is responsible for each stocking. 

 

DONATIONS FOR ALL THREE PROJECTS ABOVE ARE NEEDED BY SUNDAY—DECEMBER 12. 

(We need time to organize the items and deliver in time for Christmas.) 
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FRANKLIN COMMUNITY MEALS   Free meals will be available at First United Methodist Church in 
Franklin on the 1st, 4th and 5th Tuesdays each month. Meals are now served inside or carry out 
boxes are available.  Below are the menus and the donations needed. 
 

 

December 7 Beans and Weinies 
 Cole Slaw 
 Cornbread 
 Dessert 
 
December 28 Ham 
 Mashed Potatoes 
 Green Beans 
 Rolls 
 Dessert  
 

CURRENT NEEDS:  Bottled Water or other individual drinks, sturdy paper plates, individual fruit cups and pudding 
cups, and individual packs of cookies, candy or snacks. 

   
Please bring donations to church or call Debbie Hollingsworth for pickup at (937) 572-9027. 

Up to 120 meals are passed out to the community each month.  Without the donations from  
our congregation, this would not be possible.  Thank you all so much for your generosity. 

Medical services will be available to help address health needs of the  

uninsured and underinsured in our community. 

BABY BOTTLE PROGRAM 

The next collection date for your filled (or partially filled) baby bottles will be:  SUNDAY  -  DECEMBER 26 

Bottles are collected the last Sunday of each month.  Deb Hollingsworth would like to have someone help her with this 

program and is looking for a volunteer to take the money collected from the bottles each month to the Community 

Pregnancy Center in Middletown on Roosevelt Blvd. 

 

 

MISSION/OUTREACH TEAM 
 

The Mission/Outreach Team will meet WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 15 at 6:00 PM at the church.   
 

Anyone interested in Mission/Outreach is welcome to attend!  All are welcome!   Please come and see 

what we’re all about.  You can see Debbie Hollingsworth for more information or call her at 937-572-9027. 

Thank you all for allowing Hope UMC to make a difference in the 

lives of others in our community! 

DONATIONS NEEDED 

Canned Baked Beans 

Cole Slaw 

Cornbread Mix 

 

 

Canned Green Beans 

Rolls 
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IMPORTANT NOTICE:  Hope Family Christmas Dinner postponed. 
 

The Christmas Dinner originally scheduled for December 4 

at Pisanello’s has had to be postponed. 

We are working with Pisanello’s to reschedule for another date and we 
will announce the new date once plans are finalized.  It is looking like we 
are going to have to reschedule for January because the party rooms are 
booked through the rest of this year.  Watch your email and the church 
announcements for more details.  If you have already made a reservation 
and/or paid, your payments will be held (checks not cashed) until the 
new date is determined and you let me know if you will still be able to 
attend.   Thank you for your understanding.  Debbie Garrett 513.594.6662 
 

 
If you are looking for something to do now that the Hope 
Family Christmas Dinner has been postponed, the City of 

Franklin is celebrating “Franklin in Lights”. 

Saturday, December 4     1:00 PM to 8:00 PM 

Downtown Franklin

 
 

The day will start with a Winter version of our Farmers Market. Your favorite vendors from the summer market will 

be joined by food trucks and other craft vendors to jumpstart your holiday shopping. The Community bonfire will 

be going all day or join under the tent for crafts and photos with Santa & Mrs. Claus! Horse drawn carriage rides 

will run through the historic downtown and the lighting of the new Christmas tree will take place at 6:00 PM. 
 

Schedule of Events: 

1:00 - Winter Farmer’s Market, Food Trucks, Petting Zoo, Community Bonfire & Activities. Franklin & Carlisle His-

torical Home Tours (1:00-5:00). Tickets for Historical Home Tour information listed below. 

2:00 - Face Painters & Balloon Artist Elves (2:00 - 8:00) 

3:00 - Photos with Santa & Mrs. Claus (3:00 - 5:00 PM) Sponsored by Anderson Funeral Homes 

5:00 - Horse Drawn Carriage Rides (5:00 - 8:00 PM) & Wildcat Jazz Ensemble Performance 

6:00 - Tree Lighting Ceremony 

6:30 - Franklin High School Acapella Groups 

This is a Donation Location for the Butler / Warren County Marine Corps Reserves Toys for Tots Program! 

The Franklin and Carlisle Area Historical Societies are hosting the 2021 Holiday Historic Home Tour on Sat., Dec. 4, 

1 to 5 p.m.  The tour includes 11+ stops in Franklin and Carlisle, with lots of extras like cider, cookies, carolers, and 

holiday photo ops. 

Tickets are on sale now at https://www.eventbrite.com/.../holiday-historic-home-tour.... 

Tickets are available in person at these outlets: Franklin Public Library, A Country Peddler, Butter Street Barn, 

Franklin (Ohio) Area Chamber of Commerce, and Gross Lumber (cash or checks, only). Tickets will be $20 presale 

and $25 at the door.  

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/holiday-historic-home-tour-2021-franklin-oh-tickets-202088350697?fbclid=IwAR2MExRXO1aisd03WIRhYtdNn4MaWfOW4Eha1j15jmt-dSi7OB92hVHeSsM


 6 

 1 Marge Rupp 
 5 Josephine Richter 
 9 Mary York 
 12 Tom Garrett 
 14 Emily Garrett 
 14 Mike Barger 
 14 Pat Meeks 
 16 Aimee Weeks 
 22 Kyle Barger 
 23 Steve Freeze 
 27 Larry Parker 
 27 Erica Shobe 

We have no anniversaries in 

December that we are aware of.  

If your anniversary is in 

December and we missed you, 

please notify the church office. 

Thank you! 

  

Birthdays 

Anniversaries 

Pastor Noah is looking for some “back up” help for the Youth Group meetings. 
According to our Safe Sanctuary Policy, which applies to any gathering of youth under the age 
of 18 in our church, a minimum of two adults (not related) must be present at all times.   

We sometimes have a problem meeting this requirement and, unfortunately, the only solution Pastor Noah 

has is to cancel the Youth Group meeting, which is something he never wants to have to do. 

 We are looking for some adults that would be willing to join Pastor Noah for Youth Group meetings 
at the church on Sunday evenings at 6:00 PM, when this situation arises.  The volunteer does not have to 

do any of the prep work or planning.  The volunteer is mainly there to help, as needed, and to fulfill the requirement of two non-
related adults present at all times.  When needed, Pastor Noah will call you to see if you are available so that he does not have to 
cancel the meeting.  For this reason, we would like to have at least 2 or 3 people willing to help so that the chance of someone 

being available is greater and you don’t have to help as often.  

 If you are willing to serve your Lord and help our pastor with the youth group, please let Pastor Noah know. 

 

 

An updated Church Directory will be sent to you by eMail very soon!   

This address directory is issued because we know many of you send 
Christmas Cards to your Hope family.  As always, you are welcome to save 
postage by putting Christmas Cards in the church mailboxes in the Narthex.   

 
PLEASE NOTE:  This Directory will indicate members who currently will 
NOT be able to pick up their cards at church.  Instead of putting their 
cards in the church mailboxes we ask that you mail those cards by USPS 
to the address listed in the Directory so they receive them promptly. 

“Let each of you look out not only for his own interests, but also for the interests of others.”   
Philippians 2:4  NKJV 
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To view Pastor Noah’s messages on YouTube, go to www.youtube.com and 

search for “Sung Wha Park”. 

You can also join our worship services LIVE on Facebook. 
To access the worship service audio only by phone...Dial (563) 999-1726. 

 


