
   

NOVEMBER 2021 

The VOICE of  HOPE 

Greetings in Christ to our Hope church! 

This month, I would like to share about God’s 24-hour presence and protection.  
“12 By day you led them with a pillar of cloud, and by night with a pillar of fire to give 

them light on the way they were to take.”- Nehemiah 9:12- 

It was the wilderness where the Israelites, who were living as slaves in Egypt, escaped 
from Egypt and entered the wilderness. In the middle of the desert, where everything is uncertain and 
everything is unstable, the people of Israel had to wander aimlessly. In a wilderness environment, where 
tensions could not be released for a single moment, and when and what might happen was unknown, the 
Israelites were always anxious and must have always had a lot of worries and anxieties. With that anxiety 
and worry, they complained that slavery in Egypt was better and they blamed Moses and God for bringing 
them out of Egypt. But God wanted the people of Israel to realize that they could not live without Him even 
for a moment. 

In today's verse, it is recorded that the pillar of cloud led the Israelites during the day and the pillar 
of fire was with the people of Israel at night. During the day in the scorching wilderness, a pillar of cloud to 
block the scorching sun provided cool shade for the people of Israel, and during the cold nights, a pillar of 
fire did not leave the people of Israel to keep them warm and out of reach of wild beasts. It is recorded that 
there were 600,000 men of Israel who left Egypt at that time. Then, if you include the elderly, women, and 
children, it can be estimated that there were more than 2 million people. It is hard to imagine how huge 
pillars of cloud and fire must have been with the people of Israel for the great shade and warmth that these 
two million people could all enjoy. 

It is not just the size of the pillars of cloud and fire that are astonishing. In today's verse, it is written 
that a pillar of cloud was with them during the day and a pillar of fire at night. In other words, 24 hours, 
without missing a single moment, the protection of the pillar of cloud and the pillar of fire was given to the 
people of Israel.  

It gives us great comfort to know that God's immense grace, which we cannot even imagine, has 
come to them in every moment, appropriate to their situation. The world we live in is like the wilderness 
the Israelites walked through. In this age of numerous difficulties and problems, incidents and accidents, 
where there is no safety at all, uncertainty and the resulting anxiety are increasing day by day. My personal 
problems and difficulties also do not seem to have a solution. Nevertheless, we are still living quietly in this 
wilderness-like world today. The reason for this is because the great grace of God, which we cannot even 
imagine, is coming to us every single moment, perfectly suited to the situation we are in. The Israelites did 
not walk in the wilderness on their own. As today’s verse tells us: "God has lit the way for them to walk, so 
that they can walk." We are not living in this wilderness world by our own strength. We are living today by 
the grace of God. Admit this fact. The grace of the pillar of cloud and the pillar of fire that came to the 
people of Israel is equally present in our individual lives today. Glory be to God. 

   

    Pastor Noah 

Editor:  Debbie Garrett (513) 594-6662  Email:  ddg0501@cinci.rr.com 

Hope United Methodist Church, 3642 Shaker Rd, Franklin (937) 746-3173 
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Members of Hope United Methodist Women would like 
to thank everyone who helped our Fall Fest be very 
successful, either by your food donations and/or by 
your attending the festival. 

The many donations of homemade baked goods and 
candies were perfect!  All were brought to us packaged 
and ready to sell which made our job a lot easier.  You 

are always there to help with this project and we all sincerely appreciate you.  We 
got many compliments on your items.  In total, over $1,000 was raised to help fund 
UMW projects and missions.    Thank you all! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Remember to turn in your order 
form and payment if you want 
to help beautify the sanctuary 
for the Christmas Season. 

 

Orders are due November 14. 

 

The flowers will be available 
after the Christmas Eve service, 
or you can leave the flowers at 
church for use in January. 

 

Any unclaimed flowers will be 
donated to others, if possible. 
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Our Christmas project for this year will be giving needed items to the 

residents of Franklin Ridge Healthcare Center.  These residents are 

still being impacted by the pandemic and we want them to know that 

they are remembered and loved. 

Here is how we need your help.  Please bring in any of the items 

listed below and we will make sure they are distributed to the 

residents of Franklin Ridge.  We realize shopping is not as easy as it 

used to be, so if you do not have a way of getting the items but still 

wish to help, you can give a monetary donation.  Please put the 

donation in an envelope marked “Christmas Project” and place in the 

offering plate or give to Debbie Hollingsworth.  You may also mail 

your donation to: 

 

 Hope UMC Christmas 

 3642 Shaker Rd 

 Franklin OH  45005 

MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO:  Hope UM Women 

Donations of items or money are needed by Sunday, November 28. 

Items needed: 

 Toiletries (shampoo, soap, lotion, etc.) 

 Good razors for the men (disposable but better quality). 

 Craft Items (residents that have to stay in their rooms and need activities to do in their rooms) 

 Craft Items for Men (wood, models, etc.) 

 Books, DVD’s  (Anything for entertainment) 

 Snacks (Individual bags of chips, snack cakes, cookies, etc.) 

A box will be placed in the Narthex for you to place your donations.  Thank you! 

 

 

Pastor Noah is working hard to fulfill the many steps required for him to 

become an Ordained Elder in the United Methodist Church.  In order to 

help him be able to prepare the papers and documents which are very 

time consuming, the Leadership Team has invited two guest pastors to 

relieve a portion of his duties for a few Sundays.  Both of these pastors are 

found in our sanctuary most any Sunday and we look forward to being 

blessed by their messages. 

  Sunday, November 14  -  Pastor Rick Drake 

  Sunday, November 28  -  Pastor Steve Gill 
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FRANKLIN COMMUNITY MEALS   Free meals will be available for pick up at First United Methodist 
Church in Franklin on the 1st, 4th and 5th Tuesdays of each month. Below are the menus and the 
donations needed. 
 

 

November 23 Chicken & Noodles 
 Green Beans 
 Roll 
 Dessert 
 
November 30 Hamburger Casserole 
 Salad 
 Roll 
 Dessert  
 

BOTTLED WATER, ZIPLOC QUART BAGS and LUNCH BAGS are greatly needed at this time! 
Ongoing donations needed:  Bottled Water, forks, spoons, individually wrapped candies, chips, cereal bars, etc. 

   
Please bring donations to church or call Debbie Hollingsworth for pickup at (937) 572-9027. 

Up to 120 meals are passed out to the community each month.  Without the donations from  
our congregation, this would not be possible.  Thank you all so much for your generosity. 

Medical services will be available to help address health needs of the  

uninsured and underinsured in our community. 

Registration starts at 5:30 PM and the clinic opens at 6:00 PM. 

BABY BOTTLE PROGRAM 

The next collection date for your filled (or partially filled) baby bottles will be:  SUNDAY  -  NOVEMBER 28 

Bottles are collected the last Sunday of each month.  Deb Hollingsworth would like to have someone help her with this 

program and is looking for a volunteer to take the money collected from the bottles each month to the Community 

Pregnancy Center in Middletown on Roosevelt Blvd. 

 

 

MISSION/OUTREACH TEAM 
 

The new Mission/Outreach Team will meet THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 11 at 6:00 PM at the church.   

 

If you are not already a part of this team but you are interested in joining, all are welcome.  Please come and see 

what we’re all about.  You can see Debbie Hollingsworth for more information or call her at 937-572-9027. 

Thank you all for allowing Hope UMC to make a difference in the 

lives of others in our community! 

DONATIONS NEEDED 

Canned Green Beans 

Dinner Rolls 
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 4 Doug Horn 

 6 Chris Tinch 

 8 David Martin 

 12 Sharon Mitchell 

 14 James Huff 

 21 Lorraine Gordon 

 21 Jim Van Wert 

We have no anniversaries in 

November that we are aware of.  If 

your anniversary is in November and 

we missed you, please let the church 

office know. 

Thank you! 

  

Birthdays Anniversaries 

MASK POLICY FOR WORSHIP 

At this time, the Leadership Team has determined the mask policy for Hope UMC will remain unchanged.  Face 

masks are strictly voluntary and each person may decide what is best for them.  We are constantly monitoring 

the recommendations of the CDC and any state or local mandates and if these cause us to change this policy in 

the future, we will let everyone know.  

Pastor Noah is looking for some “back up” help for the Youth Group meetings. 
According to our Safe Sanctuary Policy, which applies to any gathering of youth under the age 

of 18 in our church, a minimum of two adults (not related) must be present at all times.   

We sometimes have a problem meeting this requirement and, unfortunately, the only solution 

Pastor Noah has is to cancel the Youth Group meeting, which is something he never wants to 

have to do. 

 

 We are looking for some adults that would be willing to join Pastor Noah for Youth Group meetings at the 

church on Sunday evenings at 6:00 PM, when this situation arises.  The volunteer does not have to do any of the 

prep work or planning.  The volunteer is mainly there to help, as needed, and to fulfill the requirement of two non-

related adults present at all times.  When needed, Pastor Noah will call you to see if you are available so that he 

does not have to cancel the meeting.  For this reason, we would like to have at least 2 or 3 people willing to help so 

that the chance of someone being available is greater and you don’t have to help as often.  

 If you are willing to serve your Lord and help our pastor with the youth group, please let Pastor Noah know. 
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To view Pastor Noah’s messages on YouTube, click on the link sent to you 

OR go to www.youtube.com and search for “Sung Wha Park”. 

You can also join our worship services live on Facebook. 
To access the worship service audio only by phone...Dial (563) 999-1726. 

 


